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HEHORANDUM FOR 1 Chief, Spesial Projects Bramch, DFDDD/P
SUBRJECT t Adtimeter for U-2

i. Reference your memo IDEA 0587, sbove subjest, dated 7 luvcember
19&,&%@&1&%“@1%1&%&%@%&@@:.
In answer to your comment on Wigh aceurasy over & limited rege at
high saltitudes, thore is no knom provision in any present altleoter
for an sdjustment of this {ype. Altimetars gould be bullt to meet this
resquirenmts the cont of swch an instrwsst would probably be out of
proportion, hawver, to the walue of tha preoduct. Tha most fessible
course, both econcmieslly and accurmoy-wise, is comaidered to be the
use of & sogventlonal type altizseter of ligh sscuvecy sad relladbiiity.
In eveni of prosurczant of more preciss imstrmoents, the present
performsnoe data on the U-2 will have to be spot.checied and re-pun
and vrevised whare negessArY.

2. There axe st least throo alilmeiers oo the market with elabme
of securscy that are within ihe limits desired (200 fwet at 70 @ik}ﬁet).
m«m,mbymmm;wmmraﬁ
st sea level, 250 feet at 80,000 and 600 feet at 100,000 foet. 'ﬁm
cost of this item is reported to be $SLEOD, Others with sisilsr
acouraey ¢lains are made by ldt and by FPisher amd Porter. This
informstion bhas bewm passed o io of Lockhesd on 20 Deceasher
1951 for revisw. In additiom to thess aeommereially evallshle types,
the ¥odels C-19 smi AAU/88 are to be somaidered by Loskheed,

3. Yhes decussing the altimetry predlemwith [ |he
asoured ne that loskheod was copnisant of the problem and that &
centinuous investization was being conducted to provide sn aceeptsble
solution. He will report on progress in ths mear future.

L. In the interim until the preblem fs resslved, 1t is yencessended
that the pilet tecimigque of bracieting airspeed he used and higher fusl
regerves be allowed in plamning.
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